
 

 

Thursday 22nd October 2020  
 
Re: End of Half Term  
 
Dear Parents / Carers,  
As we approach the end of the first half term, I want to thank you for your continued support and 
understanding over recent weeks. The COVID-19 pandemic has created challenges for all in our 
community, but our staff and children have been wonderful and quickly adapted to the new 
school routines. The current infection rate across Greater Manchester remains high and it is clear 
that these routines will need to be in place for some time to come.  
 
Rochdale Local Authority currently has one of the highest infection rates in the country and our 
school community has not been immune from the impact.  
 
We continue to work closely with Public Health to ensure we have all measures in place to reduce 
the risk of virus transmission and ask that you continue to ensure that your son / daughter does 
not attend if they have any COVID-19 symptoms and that they follow the ‘Hands, Face & Space’ 
guidance. If you are asked to isolate, we ask that you follow the guidance and Stay at Home.  
 
The introduction of tier 3 restrictions on Friday will impact on us all and the latest guidance can be 
found here. A summary of these restrictions is below: 

 You must not socialise with anybody you do not live with or have formed a support bubble 
with, in any indoor setting or in any private garden or at most outdoor hospitality venues 
and ticketed events 

 You must not socialise in a group of more than 6 in an outdoor public space such as a park 
or beach, the countryside, a public garden or a sports venue 

 Pubs and bars must close; they can only remain open where they operate as if they were a 
restaurant, which means serving substantial meals, like a main lunchtime or evening meal, 
and they may only serve alcohol as part of such a meal 

 Schools and universities remain open 
 Places of worship remain open, but household mixing is not permitted 
 Weddings and funerals can go ahead with restrictions on the number of attendees; 

however, wedding receptions are not allowed 
 Exercise classes and organised sport can continue to take place outdoors; these will only 

be permitted indoors if it is possible for people to avoid mixing with people they do not 
live with or share a support bubble with; there are exceptions for supervised activities for 
under-18s, and disability sport 

 You should try to avoid travelling outside the very high alert level area you are in or 
entering a very high alert level area, other than for things like work, education or youth 



 

 

services, to meet caring responsibilities or if you are travelling through as part of a longer 
journey 

 You should avoid staying overnight in another part of the UK if you are resident in a very 
high alert level area, or avoid staying overnight in a very high alert level area if you are 
resident elsewhere 

 
I would be grateful if you would continue to report any cases to school over the half term break by 
emailing office@sacredheartrc.rochdale.sch.uk  
  
We appreciate that the need to self-isolate can be frustrating but it is a vital element to prevent 
the transmission of the virus. Our approach to isolate close contacts or whole ‘bubbles’ is guided 
by the advice of Public Health.  
 
Both staff and children have quickly adjusted to the challenges of remote learning when needed 
and the feedback so far has been very positive. It is our expectation that if we have to close a 
bubble, children should wherever possible access daily Microsoft Teams lessons and complete the 
work set in their electronic work book as well as on Class Dojo. If children are unable for any 
reason to access this work, then they should continue to work through their work packs.  
 
Thank you once again for your continued support and I hope that you all enjoy a restful and safe 
half term break. We look forward to welcoming you all back to school on Monday 2nd November 
2020.  
 
With very best wishes  
Mrs. Dungworth 

 
Headteacher 


