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Shepherd-King o’ er mountain steep, home-

ward guide thy wand ering sheep.  This hymn 

which we will probably sing today captures 

the readings perfectly: our King is not a 

cruel tyrant or despot, but a shepherd who 

loves His flock, who would (and did) give 

His life for them. Love for the flock means 

that He will have to judge them, separating 

the sheep from those who do not belong to 

Him. Coming to the end of the Church ’s 

year leads us to look to our final ending, the 

homecoming the hymn speaks of. The 

judgement of the end of time we do not 

view as a trial or a terror, but as a coming 

home: look back to the Isaiah reading on the 

28th Sunday to see what a homecoming 

party is offered. All we do is put our lives in 

order, living just and holy lives, longing for 

the day of the Lord to come.  

Masses & Services 
 

All Masses and Services are on 
line at the following times 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ,  

King of the Universe 

11.00am Holy Mass (SH) 
 
 

Monday 23rd November 

9.30am Holy Mass (SH) 

St Clement 
 

Tuesday 24th November 

7:00pm Mass (SH) 

St Andrew Dung Lac and Comps 
 

Wednesday 25th November 

9.30am Holy Mass (SH) 

St Catherine of Alexandria 
 
 

Thursday 26th November  

NO MASS 

 

 Friday 27th November  

9.30am Holy Mass (SH) 

Weekday  

 

 Saturday 28th November 

12:00 Noon Holy Mass (SH) 

In Honour of Our Lady 
 

Sunday 29th November  

Advent 1 

11.00 am Holy Mass (SH) 
 

Confessions available by appointment  



Please Pray For the Following  

Sick: Louise Sherrington, Ken Har-

greaves, Frank Mullarkey, Philomena Hill, 

Kathleen Payne, Doreen Boardman, Cindy 

Nuttall, Gemma Beeny, Lindsay Hillen, 

Jim & Helen Hyndman, Andrew Swaby, 

Marjorie Molloy. 

Lately Dead: Denise Hall, Kathleen An-

derson, Brenda Thomas, Winifred Lynch, 

Eleanor Melling, Jessie Jenkins, Tony 

Boyd, Bernard Winterbottom 

Anniversaries & B’days: Janusz 

Stanisław Sobków, Eileen Breen, Annie 

Taylor, Helen Brady, Betsy Leach, Anne 

Mawdsley, Mary Reid, Kevin Boardman. 

Fr JJ McTiernan, Fr Louis Murphy, Fr 

John O’Connor, Canon Liam Houlihan 

 

Prayer for the Sick & Housebound 

Father we thank you for the gift of your 

Son in the Eucharist.  

We now place before you  all the sick and 

housebound of our parish 

As they share in His Eucharist with us,  

we pray that they may come to know the 

depth of your love for them and the joy, 

peace and healing of your presence,  

through Christ your Son,  Our Lord.  

Hospital Chaplains   

Springhill Hospice: 649230 

Royal Oldham : 0161 627 8796 

Fairfield Fr. Starkie  07979351744 

North M/c Hospital   0161 720 2293 

The Christie   0161 446 3097 

Newsletter by Email 

To receive  the newsletter by email  please 
drop a note to the parish email:  

parish@sacredheartchurchrochdale.org.uk  
 

 

 “The Virgin Mary is the on-

ly woman in my life.” 
Blessed Carlo Acutis 

SVP FOOD COLLECTION 

will take place on Sunday afternoons in the 

car park at Sacred Heart from 2pm till 4pm.  

The church will be open for private prayer at 

this time too.  If you would like to donate 

any items of non perishable food then please 

bring them along to help those from our 

parish who are struggling a little.  Many 

thanks.   
 

ITEMS FOR THE NEWSLETTER 

can be emailed to the parish office 

(parish@sacredheartrochdale.org.uk) or 

dropped through the door at Sacred Heart. 

Please make sure that they arrive no later 

that 12:00noon on Fridays.  Many thanks 

 

  NEW WEBCAM  

Many thanks to all who have contributed to 

this project We have currently raised a 

wonderful £1,668 towards the total cost of 

£3,500. If you would still like to make a 

donation drop your donation into the collec-

tion at Mass—marking your envelope 

‘Webcam’  Many thanks. 
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE   

Sunday 29th November I will preside at a 

Memorial Service at Sacred Heart. I will 

read out the names of all 

those I have conducted 

funerals for since last 

November and candles 

will be lit for them.  If 

you would like the 

names of your loved 

ones included in this 

service then please 

email them to me at: 

parish@sacredheartrochdale.org.uk. Giv-

en the numbers of people who may wish to 

attend this service will be live-streamed 

only via the parish webcam.     

 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL CANDLES 
 

To help us decorate the church for Christmas 

you may wish to purchase a memorial candle 

that will burn from Midnight Mass for one 

week.  The names of your loved ones will be 

placed on the candle and they will be remem-

bered at Masses during the Christmas Octave.    

 

The suggested donation for each candle is 

£5:00.  Place your offering in an envelope 

and mark it clearly CHRISTMAS CANDLE 

together with the name you wish to be add-

ed to the candle.  

  

The last day for handing in candle requests 

will be Sunday 20th December.    

 

 

 

(The picture shows the candles at Christmas from my last parish).   

BAMBINELLI SUNDAY  

Pope John Paul II, during his papacy, insti-

tuted the celebration of Bambinelli Sunday 

on the Third Sunday of Advent – a day on 

which children from Rome bring to St. Pe-

ter’s Square the figurine of the Christ Child 

from their families’ Nativity sets. Then, 

following the Sunday Angelus address, the 

Holy Father blesses the statues of Baby 

Jesus which the children will take back to 

homes to be placed under their Christmas 

trees. 
 

Pope Francis continued the tradition, bless-

ing the statuettes which children brought 

before him in the Square.  
 

Parishes around the world now join in the 

celebration, encouraging young children to 

make the connection between the Nativity 

set at home and their local church  

On Sunday, 13th December, you are 

invited to bring your Christ Child figu-

rine from your nativity sets to Mass for a 

special blessing. We hope that you will 

participate in this powerful witness to the 

celebration of the birth of our Saviour. 



RED MISSION BOXES  
AT HOLY FAMILY 

I would like to thank Doreen Boardman who has done a sterling job 
looking after the Red Mission Boxes at Holy Family for a good num-
ber of years.  She has now decided to have a little rest from her la-
bours so we are looking for someone who would be able to take on 
that responsibility for us.  Do we have a volunteer or volunteers who 

would be able to take this on?  (Don’t all rush at once!)  If you feel you could do this 
then please make contact with Fr Francis and we can have a chat about it.  Many thanks.  

2nd to 8th December 2020 is  
National Grief Awareness Week  

 

The aim of the week is to: 
 

Raise awareness of the impact of grief 
Make people aware of the breadth of sup-
port available. 
 

Create a unified voice and national plat-
form for all bereavement services 
 

The 2 key messages for the week are: 
 

1.     Distance should not mean we can-
not share our grief.  
Due to the pandemic, it has and continues 
to be extremely difficult for people to 
reach out to family and friends for a much
-needed hug and human connection. This 
has caused a huge amount of additional 
distress. However, distance should not 
prevent us from reaching out and sharing 
our grief.  
 

2.   Your story could become someone’s 
hope.  
Many people have not been able to share 
their stores of grief this year, meaning the 

bereaved have often felt lonelier and more 
isolated. Sharing stories of grief can help 
those grieving to know the person who 
has died will be remembered. It can help 
the bereaved person to begin to process 
their grief. Sharing stories helps others to 
understand the impact of grief and loss, 
enabling conversations to take place, 
opening emotions and feelings that are 
often difficult to express.  
 

Further information can be found 
at: https://www.thegoodgrieftrust.org  

 

On Tuesday 8th December 2020, at 
5pm, we will mark a moments silence for 
those who have died and the bereaved. 
At 6pm, key buildings across the UK and 
Greater Manchester will be lit up in yel-
low as a symbol of hope.  
Bishop John has kindly recorded a mes-
sage which will be aired during the week 
We are hoping to hold a virtual Inter-
faith Service, on 8th December, to coin-
cide with Evensong at St Pauls Cathedral, 
the details of this are currently being fi-
nalised.  

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 

during the time of no public Mass your 

collection can be dropped through the 

door of the presbytery.  Many thanks for 

your continued financial support of the 

parish. 

 

CHURCH ON LINE AGAIN 

PLEASE NOTE DURING THE TIME 

OF CHURCH CLOSURE THERE 

WILL BE ONLY ONE SUNDAY 

MASS AT 11:00am 

The church is open for private, individual 

prayer at the following times: as  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

10:30am—12:30pm 

Saturday and Sunday  

2:00pm to 4:00pm 
 

AN IDEA FOR ADVENT  

The Gospel of St Luke has 24 chapters.  If 

you start on 1st December and read one 

chapter a day by the time  you get to 

Christmas you will understand what we 

celebrate and why.  Happy reading.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SANCTUARY LAMPS 

We now have three lamps in the sanctuary 

at Sacred Heart.  One burns by Our Lady, 

another by the Sacred Heart and one by 

the Tabernacle. These lamps can be pur-

chased to burn for your intentions. If you 

would like to purchase a lamp (donation 

£5) then have a word with Fr Francis or 

alternatively place your offering in an 

envelope marking it ‘Sanctuary Lamp’ 

and where you would like the lamp to 

burn and for what Intention. 

The lamps this week burn as follows: 

Sacred Heart 

The Dunn and Byrne Families 

Our Lady 

Helen Brady - Birthday Remembrance 
 

Tabernacle 

Kathleen Anderson RIP 

Please note that the lamps are burnt in the 

order that they are received.  The names 

will appear in the newsletter when they 

are being burnt.  It may mean you have to 

wait a little while before your lamp is 

burnt.   
 

Holy Family RC Primary 
School & Nursery 

 

‘Through Work,  
Through Worship, 
Through Witness 

 
We are now accepting 
applications for our Nurse-

ry class for September 2021. 
 

If your child was born between 1st Sep-
tember 2017 and 31st August 2018, they 
will be able to start  Nursery. 
 

Please contact the school office for more 
information about our happy and success-
ful school. 
 

Email: office@holyfamilyrc.rochdale.sch.
uk 
Telephone: 01706 640480 

HOPE IN THE FUTURE 

Let us pray this week for the parish of Our 

Lady of Good Counsel and the Guardian 

Angels, Bury, St. Hilda, Tottington, with 

Fr Paul Cannon, their parish priest. We 

pray for their parish primary schools. May 

they recognise the Lord in the ways they 

serve the least of their sisters and brothers.  

https://www.thegoodgrieftrust.org/


CHRISTMAS 

As a founding member 

of the Advent Preser-

vation Society I don’t 

like to talk about 

Christmas until we are 

actually there but I 

think this year we will have to make an 

exception so that we can plan how we 

might as a parish will celebrate that great 

Feast.   

Given the restrictions on the number of 

people that can be present in church to 

allow for social distancing we will need to 

have some form of ticket system.  An indi-

vidual tick will admit one person and a 

family ticket will admit up to four people.  

If there are more than four in your family 

then you will need two tickets.   

Tickets will be available to the regular 

Mass congregation and after that notifica-

tion will be made via the Facebook page 

and website to give others a chance of 

obtaining a ticket.  I am proposing that 

Masses will be offered as follows: 
 

Christmas Eve  

6:00pm at Holy Family 

8:00pm and Midnight at Sacred Heart 
 

Christmas Day 

10:00am at Holy Family  

11:30am at Sacred Heart   
 

That’s five Masses in total so there should 

be something for everyone.  And remem-

ber you only have to go to one of them, I 

have to go to them all!!! 
 

HOLY SOULS LISTS 

can be dropped off through the door of the 

presbytery  or handed in when you come 

for private prayer and I will place them at 

the Holy Souls Shrine in front of the altar.   

Sacred Heart Nursery 

2021  

Applications  now open 
 

Play, Explore,  

                        Learn Together 

                      Purpose Built Play Area 

Full and Part Time Sessions available 

Tel 01706 649981 
 

MANY THANKS  

to all who have donated clothes and toys 

to the SVP for distribution among those in 

need.  Your generous is wonderful to see,  

We could really do with some donations of 

children's wellies.  Many thanks.  
 

 

SCHOOL MASSES 

Due to current restrictions on my visiting 

our primary schools we have decided to 

livestream the Friday Morning Mass each 

week for different Year Groups at Sacred 

Heart School as follows: 

27th November with Year 5 

4th Dec with Year 4 

11th December with Year 3 

18th December with the whole school 
 

Masses for children at Holy Family will be 

organised in Year Bubbles and will be 

celebrated in Holy Family Church.  These 

can only be confirmed when we know the 

latest government regulations about places 

of worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is also a time to recognise, with thanks, all that we have and the good things that sur-

round us; those qualities of life which everyone should enjoy.  
 

Looking beyond Christmas, into 2021, there will need to be a lot of careful considera-

tion given to our ministry and programmes in the Diocese. We need to consider how 

best to provide the sacramental preparation for our young people, the ways of preparing 

people for reception into the Church, for those preparing for marriage. There is a need 

for more resources to help us in strengthening a spirituality of “Church at home”. It can 

be a time for all of us to reinforce and develop our personal faith. I have begun discus-

sions about how we might most effectively provide for our present circumstances and I 

will hope to explain the arrangements early in the New Year. And our planning cannot 

just be about a catching up on things delayed and postponed in 2020. We must also be 

thinking and planning for our continuing journey as a Diocese – a “Journey to 2030” 

and beyond.  
 

Pope Francis is leading the Church – and speaking to the whole world – through these 

most difficult and challenging times. He is not afraid to warn us of the reality of Climate 

Change, to speak of our care for our brothers and sisters and our common home. He 

identifies the need for change from our localised thinking, to a sense of global encounter 

and dialogue. We face serious challenges, but Pope Francis always speaks with Hope. 

There is still time for us to change, to repair and to renew - and our prayer must be the 

foundation of all our actions, decisions and choices.  
 

In the sadness of these days, we remember especially those suffering from the virus, 

those who have died and those who have lost family members and friends in the pan-

demic. We also remember those whose own suffering or loss has been overshadowed by 

a focus on the pandemic. We give thanks for the commitment of so many in the Health 

Service and those who provide other essential services at this time. We pray for that 

resilience by which we will build a better world for all our brothers 

and sisters. We pray for one another and our journey together.  
 

May God bless you and keep you safe and well – assured always of 

His love  

“Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey”  

+ John Arnold  

Bishop of Salford  

Help With Your Computer 

Ring Steve Raines  07775 598 661 
  

 For Printers, Toner  & Office Stationery 

ring Kleen Strike:  01706 658582 

THE UNIVERSE NEWSPAPER  

is available at the back of Sacred Heart 

Church priced £1.90.  We only have 5 

copies so it is a first come first served 

basis.  



once that initial lockdown was over. After this second lockdown, I am sure we will 

open our churches safely again, when allowed to do so. While recognising all the diffi-

culties, we have to ask what possibilities and opportunities are uniquely presented to us 

in our current situation? We must emerge from this pandemic with a sense of vision and 

with renewed priorities. Our Christmas celebrations will have to be different, but they 

can, and must, be important to us.  
 

I think it is true to say that Christmas has become increasingly secularised in recent 

years. The accent has been on presents, decorations, parties and family gatherings – all 

perfectly reasonable and good in themselves, but there has been almost no public and 

media mention of the Christmas Story which is the foundational reason for all this cele-

bration. The crib is rarely seen in public places and we are not reminded of the gift of 

Christ’s birth and presence among us.  
 

This year we must celebrate Christmas in a different way. Assuming that our churches 

will be open but still having a limited capacity, we will return to the ancient tradition of 

observing the Christmas Octave and I invite everyone, able to do so, to attend a Christ-

mas Mass on at least one of the days during the Octave, from Christmas Eve through to 

New Year’s Day. Each parish will have its own arrangements for managing its capacity. 

During those days there are important Feasts which can be celebrated specifically in the 

light of Christmas. We will also provide some resources for the family at home, and 

resources for children. Can we connect more closely with the simplicity of Christmas 

and the importance of what God is saying to us in the birth of His Son?  
 

That First Christmas was the story of a family without home or security. God’s Son is 

born in a stable. A few shepherds, among the humblest of people of the day, are given 

the great privilege of being called to witness what is happening. I enjoy contemplating 

the simple crib setting with Mary and Joseph, shepherds and the ox and ass. There is a 

silent adoration of the new-born baby. There is no need for words. We have the wonder 

of silently gazing on the presence of God among us. There is surely a wonderful sense 

of hope and reassurance in that scene.  
 

This family then must become refugees and flee from the wrath of King Herod, into 

Egypt. God is uniting His new-born Son with the homeless, the rejected, the poor and 

the insecurity that surrounds so many people in our own generation. We need to re-

member the real Christmas Story if we are to truly celebrate its importance. And this 

year, when families cannot meet in large numbers, and Christmas must be very different 

– the invitation is there to remind ourselves of what this feast is really all about. Jesus 

has been born into the brokenness of our world. He comes to share our reality and to 

lead us in truth. As we celebrate Christmas this year, we have every reason to be confi-

dent that, out of the many difficulties and problems that face our world today, progress 

can be made in seeking justice and peace and care for our brothers and sisters and our 

common home.  
 

STIR UP SUNDAY 

Traditionalists will know to make their Christmas pudding on 

Stir Up Sunday. However, if you've never heard of the long-

established festive occasion, let me bring you up to speed! 
 

Stir Up Sunday is a joyous day, especially for those who love 

to be organised when it comes to Christmas! It’s the tradi-

tional day to make your Christmas Pudding. 
  

Stir Up Sunday started back in Victorian times,  and was a 

tradition where families would come together to get their fruit puddings stirred up, 

steamed and stored ahead of Christmas. Each member of the family would take a turn to 

give all the ingredients a good mix and help tick off the first task of the festive season. 
 

It is thought that the name Stir Up Sunday comes from the opening line of the Collect 

for Mass prior to the liturgical reforms of Vatican 2. Today we celebrate the Feast of 

Christ our King so we will hear the  ‘stir up’ collect at Mass on Monday. 

Stir up, the will of your faithful,  

we pray O Lord,  

that, striving more eagerly  

to bring your divine work  

to fruitful completion,  

they may receive in greater measure  

the healing remedies  

your kindness bestows.  

 
Christmas puddings can be made weeks in ad-

vance, which is handy during the busy Christmas 

period and makes Stir Up Sunday a useful remind-

er to get this bit of prep down and out of the way 

early on. It’s also a good reminder if you haven’t 

already bought or prepared your advent calendars.  
 

Once you’ve made your pudd store it in a cool 

place away from the light. Keep the pudding 

topped up with a splash of booze every week to 

keep it moist. If you want to freeze the pudding 

(check the recipe to see if you can), take it out of 

the bowl, wrap well in cling film, then in foil, seal, label and freeze. Use within 6 

months. 

For anyone who might be interested I will be doing a cookery demo on our parish 
Facebook page @holyfamilysacredheartrcrochdale about 5pm on Sunday afternoon. 
You can also access the demo via our website.  Feel free to tune in.   

https://www.goodtoknow.co.uk/tag/christmas


THE INSTITUE OF CHRIST THE KING  

SOVEREIGN PRIEST (ICKSP) 
 

WHO AND WHERE ARE THE ICKSP? The Institute of 

Christ the King Sovereign Priest is a Society of Apostolic 

Life of Pontifical Right, whose goal is the honour of God 

and the sanctification of priests in the service of the Church 

and souls. Its specific aim is missionary: to spread the reign 

of our Lord Jesus Christ in all spheres of human life. Our 

work is carried out under the patronage of the Immaculate 

Conception, to Whom the Institute is consecrated. 
 

The Institute was founded in 1990 by Mgr Gilles Wach and Fr Philippe Mora in Gabon, 

Africa, where we still have mis-

sions. Today, the motherhouse and 

international seminary of the Insti-

tute is located in Gricigliano, in the 

Archdiocese of Florence. 
 

Recognizing the importance of a 

deep harmony between faith, litur-

gy, life, and the power of beauty in 

attracting the human senses to the 

things above, an integral part of the 

Institute’s charism is the use of the traditional Latin Liturgy of 1962 for the Holy Sacri-

fice of the Mass and the other sacraments. Great care for a solemn liturgy, complete 

fidelity to the doctrine of the Church and the Holy Father, and awareness of the central 

role of Grace, especially Charity — these are essential elements of the Institute’s spirit-

uality, which is drawn from its three co-patrons, St. Benedict, St. Thomas Aquinas, and 

St. Francis de Sales.  
 

Our motto, taken from St. Paul, is “Live 

the truth in charity.” The Institute oper-

ates in more than fifty places in twelve 

countries, where our priests focus on the 

care of souls in many different ways. To 

assist our priests in their apostolic work, 

the Institute also has clerical Oblates 

and Associates [Fr. Francis is an Associ-

ate Priest and the photo was taken in 

Gricigliano after his affiliation in 2014].  
 

 

 

 

 

The Mother House at Gricigliano 
Pastoral Letter of the Right Reverend John Arnold 

Bishop of Salford  

FOR THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 2020  

 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

Because there have been such impressive initiatives in the parishes to 

build up communication during this time of pandemic and lockdown, I am confident 

that this letter will reach recipients throughout the Diocese. I have been aware of regu-

lar, even daily, messages from priests to their parish communities, weekly newsletters 

and live streaming of Masses and services and of personal connection with isolated and 

housebound members of our parishes. Sincere thanks to all those who have done so 

much to ensure that there have been such good levels of communication. I am writing 

now as we approach the close of the Church’s year and as we look forward to the begin-

ning of the Season of Advent and our preparations for Christmas.  
 

I certainly do not want to dismiss the difficulties that so many people have had to face 

in these recent months, and the continuing challenges as this pandemic rolls on. And 

people have been so generous, in many and diverse ways, in caring for their neighbours. 

My thanks, also, for the great generosity and thoughtfulness shown to our priests during 

this time of two lockdowns, understanding the difficulties they have faced in adapting 

their ministry. Those thanks extend to the many volunteers who have ensured that our 

churches have been the safest places for indoor gatherings and allowed them to open 

In 2004, a community of Religious Sisters was ca-

nonically established to aid the priests in their mis-

sion through prayer and apostolic work. These Siste-

rAdorers of the 

Royal Heart of 

Jesus also have a 

house in Preston. 

 

 

The ICKSP has two 

apostolates in Ireland 

and works in England in 

New Brighton, Preston, 

Shrewsbury and at Lan-

herne in Cornwall. Its 

English speaking work in America is growing all the time as well.   

Mgr Wach 

‘What we need is a cup of understanding, a barrel of love, and 
an ocean of patience.’  St Francis de Sales 


